
T h e  f a r - r i g h t  i s  a  r e a l  t h r e a t  t o  l i b e r a l  d e m o c r a c y  a n d
c a n n o t  b e  i g n o r e d ,   a g r e e d  t h e  p a n e l l i s t s  i n  o u r  o n e  d a y

s e m i n a r  i n  E d i n b u r g h .  F r o m  l e f t :  L o r d  J e r e m y  P u r v i s ,
G i l l i a n  G l o y e r,  I a i n  S m i t h  ( c h a i r )  a n d  J u l e s  M a a t e n .  

P h o t o :  S a l l y  R o b e r t s o n .  

The international situation has changed
dramatically over the last five years
politically, economically and
strategically. We now live in a more
dangerous place. There is dictatorship in
Russia while China and the United States
add to this uncertainty . 
This is a major challenge for us liberals in
UK, Europe and beyond. We need to
respond according to our base principles
of fairness, trust and humanity. We should
not falter but stand firm against the far
right and their allies. Exposing false
information, exposing hypocrisy and
pressing for radical but fair solutions are
all essential. 

There are three top priorities for the UK in
my opinion: effective entry into a Customs
Union with the EU, maintaining sanctions
on Russia and our steadfast support for
Ukraine and its people. We also need to
hold the Labour governments feet to the
fire over the defence of the International
Development Budget. 

As I’m retiring as Scottish Lib Dems’  
President at the end of December I should
like to take this opportunity to wish all of
our Liberal family a joyful Christmas and
A Guid New Year

Willie Wilson 
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Th e  N ove m b e r  AG M  o n  Zo o m  w a s  we l l  a t t e n d e d  t h i s
ye a r .  It  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n i c e  t o  s e e  s o m e  n e w  f a c e s .
O u r  C o nve n e r  Ia i n  S m i t h  d e c i d e d  t o  s t e p  d o w n  a n d  a
n e w  C o nve n e r  w i l l  b e  e l e c t e d  i n  J a n u a r y .  Th e  c o m m i t t e e
t h a n ke d  Ia i n  a n d  o u t g o i n g  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r  J o h n
B a r n e t t  fo r  a l l  t h e  wo r k  t h ey  h a ve  d o n e  fo r  L I  S c o t l a n d .   

 G i l l i a n  G l o y e r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a s  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  O u t i
M ä ä t t ä n e n  i s  t h e  n e w  Tr e a s u r e r .  T̀ h e  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s
a r e  Wi l l i e  Wi l s o n ,  J a c q u i  B e l l ,  S a l  R o b e r t s o n ,  D o u g l a s
M a c D o n a l d ,  J o h n  E d w a r d ,  D a n i e l  C o l e m a n ,  B e n  M u n n o c h  a n d
S̀ i r  G r a h a m  Wa t s o n .  
  Fo l l o w i n g  t h e  fo r m a l  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  AG M ,  Ia i n  i n t r o d u c e d
t h e  G u e s t  S p e a ke r ,  C a l u m  M i l l e r  M P ,  t h e  L i b e r a l  D e m o c r a t
Fo r e i g n  A f f a i r s  s p o ke s p e r s o n .  H e  o u t l i n e d  a  n u m b e r  o f
c h a l l e n g e s  t o   m u l t i l a t e r a l i s m  a n d  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  t h e
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  fo r e i g n  a f f a i r s  t e a m  h a v e  b e e n  h i g h l i g h t i n g .
Q u e s t i o n s  a n d  c o m m e n t s  fo l l o w e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  o n  t h e  U K ’ s
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  U SA ,  t h e  E U  a n d  C h i n a ,  a n d  o n  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  ‘ s o f t  p o w e r ’  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t
f u n d i n g .  
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Jules Maaten: We must defend what we have achieved
by Outi Määttänen 

 L i b e ra l  d e m o c ra t i c  va l u e s  a r e  i n  s e r i o u s  d a n g e r  i n  E u r o p e .  
 “ We  a r e  n o t  i n s p i r i n g  p e o p l e  a n y m o r e .  We  n e e d  t o  s t o p  j u s t  r e a c t i n g

a n d  b e c o m e  m u c h  m o r e  a s s e r t i v e ,  a g e n d a  s e t t i n g .  We  m u s t  s t o p
a p o l o g i s i n g  f o r  w h a t  w e  h a v e  a c h i e v e d , ”  s a y s  J u l e s  M a a t e n ,  r e g i o n a l
d i r e c t o r  f o r  E u r o p e  o f  F r i e d r i c h  N a u m a n n  F o u n d a t i o n  i n  a n  i n t e r v i e w

w i t h  O p e n  Wo r l d .  
 

  M a a t e n ,  a  D u t c h  L i b e r a l  p o l i t i c i a n  a n d  fo r m e r  M e m b e r
o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t ,  w a s  s p e a k i n g  i n  t h e  L I
S c o t l a n d  o n e  d a y  s e m i n a r  “ M a r c h  t o  t h e  R i g h t  i n
E u r o p e a n  P o l i t i c s ”  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  
   Wo r k i n g  fo r  t h e  Fr i e d r i c h  N a u m a n n  Fo u n d a t i o n  ( F N F )
i n  B r u s s e l s  h a s  g i v e n  M a a t e n  a  r i n g s i d e  s e a t  t o  t h e
p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  E u r o p e .  T h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  F N F
a r e  q u i t e  u n i q u e :   S i n c e  W W 2  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n
G e r m a n y  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  s t a r t  t a x - p a y e r  f u n d e d
fo u n d a t i o n s  w h e r e  t h e  a i m  i s  v o t e r  e d u c a t i o n  t o
e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e  t o  b e  p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,
n o t  j u s t  b e fo r e  e l e c t i o n s .   F N F  i s  a f f i l i a t e d  t o  t h e  l i b e r a l
G e r m a n  Fr e e  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y .  

 
M a a t e n  h a s  b e e n  w a t c h i n g  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f
p o p u l i s t  r i g h t  w i n g  p a r t i e s  i n  E u r o p e  w i t h
g r o w i n g  c o n c e r n .  H e  i s  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e
s l o w  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  l i b e r a l  p a r t i e s .  H e  s a y s :
“ T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h  l i b e r a l i s m  p e r
s e .  B u t  w h e n  p o p u l i s t s  t a l k  a b o u t  p e o p l e ,  w e
t a l k  a b o u t  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  h o w  d e m o c r a c y  i s
o r g a n i s e d  a n d  w h a t  t y p e  o f  e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m
w e  s h o u l d  h a v e .  P e o p l e  d o n ’ t  c a r e .  T h e y
w a n t  t o  k n o w  i f  w e  c a n  s o l v e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t
t h e y  h a v e .  T h e  ex t r e m e  r i g h t  a n d  t h e
ex t r e m e  l e f t  b o t h  s a y  i t ’ s  n o t  c o m p l i c a t e d ,
i t ’ s  v e r y  s i m p l e ” .  
   S e v e n  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  r i g h t  w i n g
p a r t i e s  i n  g o v e r n m e n t  a t  t h e  m o m e n t ,  m o s t l y
i n  c o a l i t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  p a r t i e s .  T h e  r i g h t
w i n g  a r e  n o w  o r g a n i s e d  a n d  v o c a l  i n  m a n y
b o d i e s  o f  t h e  E U .  T h e y  h a v e  a l s o  c a p t u r e d  a
n e w  a u d i e n c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h r o u g h  s o c i a l
m e d i a .
  M a a t e n  t a ke s  H u n g a r y  a s  a n  ex a m p l e  o f  a n
E U  c o u n t r y  w i t h  a  r i g h t  w i n g  g o v e r n m e n t .  
“ T h e y  a r e  n o t  j u s t  v e r y ,  v e r y  c o n s e r v a t i v e .
T h e  c o u n t r y  i s  m o v i n g  t o w a r d s  a u t h o r i t a r i a n
d i r e c t i o n  l i m i t i n g  f r e e d o m  o f  m e d i a  a n d
p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n .  I t ’ s  s c a r y ,  “  h e  s a y s .
    I n  t h e  p a s t ,  r i g h t  w i n g  p a r t i e s  w e r e  o n
t h e  f r i n g e s ,  t o o  w e i r d  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s
s e r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n  m a ke r s  a n d  w e r e
p r a c t i c a l l y  i g n o r e d  b y  t h e  m e d i a  fo r  a  l o n g
t i m e .    
 
   
 

 T h i s  s t r a t e g y ,  c o r d o n  s a n i t a i r e ,  w a s
a d o p t e d  b y  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a r t i e s  i n  s e v e r a l
c o u n t r i e s .  I s o l a t i n g  a n d  r e f u s i n g  t o  w o r k
w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  w i n g ,  w a s  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e
b e s t  w a y  t o  ke e p  t h e m  a t  b a y .  T h i s  w o r ke d
w h e n  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  w a s  s t i l l  r e l a t i v e l y  l o w .  
  M a a t e n  s a y s ,  t h a t  t h e  f a r  r i g h t  l o v e  t h i s
s t r a t e g y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n  s a y  t h a t  i t ’ s
p r o o f  o f  t h e  ex i s t e n c e  o f  a  r u l i n g  e l i t e .  “ We
r e p r e s e n t  y o u ,  t h e  p e o p l e ,  a n d  l o o k  w h a t
h a p p e n s .  Yo u  w a n t  u s  t o  b e  i n  g o v e r n m e n t
b u t  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  l e t  y o u  d o  t h a t , ”  t h e
p a r t i e s  c o m p l a i n  t o  t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s .
   L i m i t e d  a c c e s s  t o  m a i n s t r e a m  m e d i a
s u i t e d  t h e m  t o o .  T h e y  c o u l d  s p r e a d  t o x i c
c o n t e n t  t o  s o c i a l  m e d i a  w i t h o u t  a n y
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  f a c t s .   
G i v e n  t h a t  y o u n g  p e o p l e  e s p e c i a l l y  g e t
t h e i r  n e w s  t h r o u g h  T i k T o k ,  Y o u T u b e  a n d
I n s t a g r a m ,  i t  h e l p e d  t o  b o o s t  s u p p o r t .  B y
n a m i n g  l i b e r a l s ,  l e f t  w i n g  p a r t i e s  a n d
i m m i g r a n t s  a s  e n e m i e s ,  r i g h t  w i n g
o p e r a t o r s  h a v e  g o n e  o n  f u l l  a t t a c k  o n
p e r c e i v e d  p r o b l e m s  o f f e r i n g  s i m p l e
s o l u t i o n s  a n d  i t  h a s  w o r k e d .  
   O n c e  t h e  p a r t i e s  s t a r t e d  r e a c h i n g
1 5 % - 2 0 %  s u p p o r t  i n  e l e c t i o n s ,  i t  b e c a m e
c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  n e w  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  i n
a c t i o n .  

    
  
   



Panel Discussion: The March to the Right in European Politics
Royal Scots Club, Edinburgh – 6 September 2025

Members and guests gathered at the Royal Scots Club on 6 September for a thought-provoking discussion on The March to
the Right in European Politics – What is the Liberal Response? The event, organised by Willie Wilson and chaired by LI Scotland
Convenor Iain Smith, brought together three distinguished speakers to explore the challenges facing liberal democracy across
Europe.
Jules Maaten, former MEP and now Head of the EU Regional Office for the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom, opened
the discussion with a clear-eyed look at the rise of right-wing and populist parties across Europe. He reflected on whether
liberals have allowed politics to become too much of a “cosy club,” observing: “We’re not solving problems — we’re busier with
political arguments and procedures.” He argued that liberals must be less hesitant in defending what Europe has achieved,
warning of increasing risks to the “European way of life.” His call was for greater originality, confidence, and agenda-setting
leadership.
Gillian Gloyer, a long-term election observer, drew on her experience across Central and Eastern Europe to illustrate how
mistrust in democratic institutions is often deliberately fuelled. She pointed to the tactics of Poland’s Law and Justice (PiS)
party, where targeted messaging and the support of sympathetic media — including influential Catholic radio networks — have
amplified suspicion of “liberal elites” and civil society groups. She noted similar patterns emerging among other parties across
Europe, each reinforcing narratives of grievance and distrust. Gillian emphasised that protecting democracy requires vigilance,
transparency, and active efforts to rebuild public trust at home as well as abroad.
Lord Jeremy Purvis of Tweed, Liberal Democrat spokesperson on Foreign Affairs in the House of Lords, widened the lens to
consider global implications. He highlighted how democratic backsliding in parts of Europe intersects with shifting geopolitical
pressures, creating a more complex landscape for liberal values at home and abroad.
Across the panel, a clear message emerged: liberals must reclaim confidence, articulate a compelling and positive vision, and
reinforce the institutions that safeguard democracy. 
Sally Robertson 

I n  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  p r o p o r t i o n a l
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  r i g h t  w i n g  p a r t i e s  o f t e n
e n d  u p  a s  c o a l i t i o n  p a r t n e r s  i n
g o v e r n m e n t .  I n i t i a l l y ,  i t  w a s  t h o u g h t
o u t r a g e o u s ,  u n w o r k a b l e  p o l i c i e s  w o u l d
s o o n  ex p o s e  t h e m  a s  i n c o m p e t e n t
r a b b l e  r o u s e s ,  i n s t e a d ,  b e i n g  i n
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  m a d e  t h e  p a r t i e s  m o r e
a c c e p t a b l e  a n d  m a i n s t r e a m .  T h e r e  a r e
E u r o p e  w i d e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  n e t w o r k s
b e t w e e n  r i g h t  w i n g  p a r t i e s  a n d  t h e y
h a v e  t h e  s a m e  p l a y b o o k  n o w .  M a a t e n
s a y s :  
  “ O n c e  y o u  g e t  t h e m  o n b o a r d ,  t h e i r  a i m
i s  t o  u n d e r m i n e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s u c h  a s
t h e  j u d i c i a r y  o r  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  i n
g e n e r a l . ”  
“ T h e s e  p e o p l e  s i t  o n  t h e  t a b l e  w i t h
h e a d s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  d e c i d e
p o l i c y  fo r  e v e r y b o d y .  I t ’ s  v e r y  s e r i o u s
a n d  w e  h a v e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  t h i s  i s
h a p p e n i n g .  A t  t h e  m o m e n t  i n  t h e
p o l i t i c a l  c e n t r e  w e  a r e  c l u e l e s s .  N o b o d y
k n o w s  w h a t  t o  d o . ”  
A s  a  r e s p o n s e ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a r t i e s  h a v e
h a r d e n e d  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e  a n d  c o p i e d
i d e a s .  
 M a a t e n  s a y s  t h a t  l i b e r a l s  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o
p r o v i d e  a  s t r o n g  u n i t e d  o p p o s i t i o n .  
 

 
“ I n  m y  o p i n i o n ,  w e  m u s t  b e  m u c h  m o r e  a s s e r t i v e  i n
E u r o p e  a n d  d e fe n d  w h a t  w e  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b a s e d
o n  l i b e r a l  v a l u e s .  We  h a v e  s t o p p e d  i n s p i r i n g  i n  t h e
p o l i t i c a l  c e n t r e .  I t ’ s  l i ke  w e  h a v e  n o w h e r e  t o  g o  a s
l i b e r a l s  i n  We s t e r n  E u r o p e .  We  h a v e  b e c o m e  t h e  n e w
c o n s e r v a t i v e s .  We  a r e  h a p p y  w i t h  s o c i e t y .  C o m m u n i s m
i s  g o n e ,  t h e r e  i s  s o m e  k i n d  o f  m a r ke t  e c o n o m y
e v e r y w h e r e ,  w e  w a n t  t h i n g s  t o  s t a y  a s  t h e y  a r e .  T h a t
m a y  n o t  i n  i t s e l f  b e  w r o n g ,  b u t  i t  d o e s n ’ t  i n s p i r e
a n y b o d y .  We  n e e d  t o  d e c i d e  w h e r e  w e  w a n t  t o  g o ” .  



In its first edition of 2025 the
magazine The Economist

published an opinion column
under the headline ‘Why Canada
should join the EU’. Its thrust was

that shared values and a
common interest in defending

and promoting them are building
a bridge across the north

Atlantic.
I

In the eight years since the entry
into force of the Canada-EU
Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA), trade in
goods between two partners has
grown to over EUR 80bn (an
increase of two thirds) and trade in
services to over EUR 40bn (a rise
of almost three quarters). 99% of
all products traded have enjoyed
tariff cuts, thus sustaining jobs,
bringing down prices and widening
choice for consumers. Businesses
have been spared a whopping EUR
650 million each year in duties.
Success stories include the trade
in silver (up eight fold), clocks and
watches (four fold), helicopters
and aeroplanes (up by three and a
half times). Petrochemicals trading
has increased by a factor of 13
and, to sweeten the deal , the
Europeans have doubled their
imports of maple syrup.
   Neither the EU nor Canada can
afford a trade war with the USA;
nor can we single-handedly stand
up to Chinese pressure such as
restrictions on the exports of rare
earths. Yet together we can reduce
our trade dependency on other
markets and uphold the principles
of global rules-based trade to
which other parts of the world still
aspire.

 

Should Canada and the EU seek a merger?
by Sir Graham Watson  

   Ye t  t o g e t h e r  w e  c a n  r e d u c e  o u r  t r a d e  d e p e n d e n c y
o n  o t h e r  m a r ke t s  a n d  u p h o l d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  g l o b a l
r u l e s - b a s e d  t r a d e  t o  w h i c h  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d
s t i l l  a s p i r e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  E U - C a n a d a  S t r a t e g i c
P a r t n e r s h i p  A g r e e m e n t  w h i c h  a c c o m p a n i e d  C ETA
h a s  g r o w n  t o  i n c l u d e  d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  p r o v i d i n g
g r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  c i t i ze n s ,  u n i t i n g  o u r  fo r c e s
t o  f i g h t  c r i m e ,  c o - o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  U N FC C C  t a l k s  t o
c o m b a t  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  a n d  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  o n
m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y .  We  c a n  d e - r i s k  o u r  m u t u a l  s e c u r i t y
d e p e n d e n c y  o n  a n  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  U SA  a n d  p r o v i d e
U k r a i n e  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  i t  n e e d s  t o  r e s i s t  R u s s i a n
a g g r e s s i o n  b y  w o r k i n g  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t o g e t h e r .  
   T h e  a r c h i t e c t s  o f  C ETA  w e r e  b o t h  L i b e r a l s  a n d
b o t h  w o m e n :  C h r y s t i a  Fr e e l a n d ,  a s  C a n a d a ’ s  t r a d e
m i n i s t e r  a n d  E U  t r a d e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  C e c i l a
M a l m s t r o m  a r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  w h o m  w e  o w e  t h i s
s u c c e s s  s t o r y .  S o  i t  s e e m s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  a s  a n o t h e r
t w o  p o w e r f u l  L i b e r a l  w o m e n  -  C a n a d a ’ s  fo r e i g n
m i n i s t e r  A n i t a  A n a n d  a n d  h e r  E U  c o u n t e r p a r t  Ka j a
Ka l l a s  -  c o n c l u d e  t h e i r  t a l k s  i n  N i a g a r a  o n  t a k i n g  c o -
o p e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  n ex t  l e v e l ,  C a n a d i a n  S e n a t o r  A r t
E g g l e t o n  a n d  I  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  i n  To r o n t o  t e n
l e g i s l a t o r s  f r o m  e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  n o r t h  A t l a n t i c  t o
d i s c u s s  h o w  t o  b u i l d  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  m a j o r i t i e s  t o
d r i v e  t h i s  c o - o p e r a t i o n  fo r w a r d .
    L a s t  m o n t h ’ s  Tr a n s a t l a n t i c  L e g i s l a t o r s ’  L i b e r t y
D i a l o g u e ,  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  L i b e r a l
I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  i s  t h e  f i r s t  i n  w h a t  w e  h o p e  w i l l  b e  a
s e r i e s  o f  m e e t i n g s  t o  f l e s h  o u t  f u t u r e  e n h a n c e d  c o -
o p e r a t i o n .  O t t a w a  a n d  B r u s s e l s  a r e  ex p l o r i n g  a  n e w
s e c u r i t y  a n d  d e fe n c e  p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d  a n  e c o n o m i c
s e c u r i t y  d i a l o g u e :  a  s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r s h i p  o n  r a w
m a t e r i a l s ,  a  d i g i t a l  p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d  a  g r e e n  a l l i a n c e
t o  s a v e  t h e  p l a n e t  a l l  l o g i c a l l y  fo l l o w .  We  a r e
c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  o u r  d i a l o g u e  a t  To r o n t o ’ s  M u n k
S c h o o l  o f  G l o b a l  A f f a i r s  a n d  P u b l i c  P o l i c y  h a s
p r o v i d e d  a  p e t r i - d i s h  fo r  i d e a s  a n d  a n  i n c u b a t o r  fo r
t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t .
    I t  m i g h t  n o t  b e  C a n a d a  s e e k i n g  t o  j o i n  t h e  E U ,  a s
T h e  E c o n o m i s t  s p e c u l a t e d ,  b u t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
b o t h  i n t o  a  w i d e r  c o m m o n  a r e a  fo r  c i t i ze n s .  T h e
o c e a n  w h i c h  d i v i d e s  u s  m a y  b e  p r e s e n t e d  b y  s o m e
a s  a  b a r r i e r :  fo r  L i b e r a l s  i t  i s  a  s h a r e d  r e s o u r c e .  A n d
i n  a n y  c a s e  w e  s h a r e  a  c o m m o n  b o r d e r : -  a l b e i t
r a t h e r  a  s h o r t  o n e  a n d  n o t  a s  w i d e l y  u s e d  a s  a
c r o s s i n g  p o i n t  -  o n  H a n s  I s l a n d  i n  t h e  A r c t i c  C i r c l e .
.
 

Neither the EU or 
Canada can afford 

a trade war 
with the USA;

nor can we single-handedly 
stand up for 

Chinese pressure  



Ukraine fringe meeting in
Glasgow: The Road to Peace  

 The future of Ukraine matters to the whole of
Europe and judging from the LI Scotland pre-
Conference fringe meeting in Glasgow in
October,  there is a great deal of interest in
discussing what it might be. 

The panellists, Dr Laryza Zhdankina, Professor Peter Jackson and
Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP, all agreed  that any peace agreement
must respect the sovereignty and dignity of Ukraine and its people.
Chaired by Willie Wilson, the discussions ranged from state
building to European security in general. 
   Alex Cole-Hamilton opened the evening at Kelvin Hall by telling his
own recent experience of delivering ambulances to Ukraine and his
impressions of a country at war. He described how unreal it feels
when life goes on and it appears to be normal on the surface,  but
signs of war are everywhere from disinformation to air raid sirens. 

 Dr Laryza Zhdankina, Visiting Fellow at the
School of Law in Glasgow University, said it’s
not enough to just aim to stop the war. She said
that  Ukrainians want a lasting peace and
freedom, where it will be possible to have
functioning state institutions, defend human
rights and where Ukrainians can live without
fear. This requires a major transformation and
reform of state institutions. Zhdankina also
talked about how Ukrainians are experiencing
their own country from afar as refugees and
the importance of national identity. 
Professor Peter Jackson, Chair of Global
Security at Glasgow University put the Ukraine
war into the context of European security,
where Europe has had to find money and
resources to defend Ukraine.  He said that
Russia will continue to be a threat even if peace
is achieved. He noted that the integrity of liberal
democracy is being questioned by Russia and
now it’s even under threat in the UK. He urged
young people to get involved in defending
democracy. 
 Thank you to LI Scotland member Douglas
Macdonald for proposing and organising this
very succesful and well attended meeting!
(Photos from top: We had a full house at Kelvin
Hall. Willie Wilson chaired the meeting.
Professor Jackson, Dr Zhdankina and Alex
Cole-Hamilton MSP,  Leader of Scottish Liberal
Democrats.) 
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S t a r t  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  c o m m e n t  o n  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i s s u e .  I f  
y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  w r i t e  f o r  O p e n  Wo r l d ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  O u t i

( o u t i 6 0 m b @ g m a i l . c o m )  o r  S a l l y  ( s a l l y @ h i l l r o b e r t s o n . c o . u k ) .  
 

 If  P r e s i d e n t  Tr u m p ’ s  d e m a n d  fo r
G r e e n l a n d  t o  b e   p a r t  o f  t h e  U S
d i d  a ny t h i n g  g o o d ,  i t  p u t  t h e
s p o t l i g h t  f i r m l y  o n  t h e  g r o w i n g
s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  A r c t i c
r e g i o n .  Tr u m p  i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  o n e
w h o  h a s  eve r  w a n t e d  t o  ex p l o i t
t h i s   i s l a n d  o f  5 6 0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s ,
a s  E l i z a b e t h  B u c h a n a n ’ s  b o o k
a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  G r e e n l a n d
s h o w s .  
 B u c h a n a n  ex p l o r e s  t h e  h i s t o r y  a l l
t h e  w a y  f r o m  t h e  Vi k i n g s  t o  t h i s  d a y
w i t h  a n  u n u s u a l l y  e a s y  f l o w i n g
t o u c h  w h i c h  m a ke s  e n t e r t a i n i n g
r e a d i n g .  

S h e  ex p l a i n s  G r e e n l a n d ’ s  c o m p l i c a t e d
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  D e n m a r k  w h i c h  i s
p e p p e r e d  w t h  r i v a l r y  a n d  c o l o n i a l i s m
b u t  a l s o  p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d  c o - o p e r a t i o n .
I n d e p e n d e n c e  w o u l d  b r i n g  m a n y
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  s e l f - g o v e r n a n c e  h a s
w o n  t h e  d a y  s o  f a r  b u t  G r e e n l a n d ’ s
f u t u r e  r e m a i n s  a  d i l e m m a .   B u c h a n a n  i s
a l s o  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  n a r r a t i v e
a b o u t  d e m a n d  fo r  G r e e n l a n d ’ s  m i n e r a l
w e a l t h  w h i c h  i s  n o t  e a s i l y  m o n e t i s e d .
E l i z a b e t h  B u c h a n a n :  S o  y o u  wa n t  t o
O w n  G re e n l a n d ? H u rs t  a n d
C o m p a n y,  Lo n d o n .  2 0 2 5 .  2 0 3  p a g e s .  
           

L I  S C O T L A N D  M E M B E R S  R E C O M M E N D  

U k ra i n e - R u s s i a  Wa r  Ta l k ,  a  p o d c a s t  b y  P h i l l i p s  O’ B r i e n ,  S t  A n d r e w s  U n i v e r s i t y
M u c h  i n f o  y o u  d o n’ t  g e t  e l s e w h e r e ,  s a y s  S i r  G ra h a m  Wa t s o n .

h t t p s : / / p h i l l i p s p o b r i e n . s u b s t a c k . c o m ? u t m _ s o u r c e = n a v b a r & u t m _ m e d i u m = w e b

Ke r m o d e  & M a y o’ s  Ta k e " .
h t t p s : / / p o d c a s t s . a p p l e . c o m / g b / p o d c a s t / k e r m o d e - m a y o s - t a k e / i d 1 61 6 5 5 9 2 9 7

I t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  a  f i l m  r e v i e w  p o d c a s t ,  b u t  w h a t  I  e n j o y  i s  t h e  wa y  t h e  p r e s e n t e r s
a p p r o a c h  t h i n g s  w i t h  a  g e n e ra l l y  o p e n ,  h u m a n e  a n d  o u t wa r d - l o o k i n g
p e r s p e c t i v e ,  s a y s  D o u g l a s  M a c d o n a l d .   

Join LI Scotland here: 

https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/kermode-mayos-take/id1616559297

